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ROBERT T. WAGNER .......................................................... PRESIDENT 
Dr. Robert T. Wagner became president of South Dakota State University in May 
of 1985 and has demonstrated extraordinary leadership skills. Wagner had been 
vice president of Dakota State College in Madison when he was named to head 
SDSU. Wagner is a native of Sioux Falls, a graduate of Washington High School 
and Augustana College (1954). After attending Augustana, he earned a degree in 
theology and education from Seabury Western Theological Seminary in Evanston, 
Ill., and is an ordained Episcopalian priest. He was rector of the Holy Apostles 
Episcopal Church in Sioux Falls and later the Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Watertown before joining the SDSU staff in 1970. Wagner spent 14 years at 
SDSU and from 1981 to 1984 was assistant to the vice president for academic 
affairs. He earned a Doctorate in sociology at SDSU in 1972. He has done 
extensive research on the elderly in South Dakota and on population projections 
for the state. Wagner's wife, Mary, is a former state legislator from Brookings 
County and now teaches at SDSU and the couple has two grown children. 
FRED OIEN .................................. ATHLETIC DIRECTOR/HEAD OF HPER 
Dr. Fred Oien became the 11th athletic director at South Dakota State University 
July 1, 1990. Oien earned his Bachelor's Degree at SDSU in 1972 and has been 
on the SDSU staff since 1979, serving as athletic business/ticket manager 
since 1981. Oien is a 1968 graduate of Baltic, SD, High School. He added a 
Master's Degree at SDSU in 1975, then completed his doctorate (Ed.D) at the 
University of Massachusetts-Amherst in 1979. Oien taught physical education 
and health at the Brookings Middle School 1973-76, during which time he was 
varsity golf coach for both boys and girls, and middle school basketball and 
football coach. His golf teams won state championships for both boys and girls. 
Oien was also women's golf coach at SDSU, guiding the Jacks to one North 
Central Conference championship. The SDSU women's golf team of 1982 was 
voted South Dakota Women's College Team of the Year. Oien, and his wife, 
Mary, have two children. 
MYLO HELLICKSON .................................... FACULTY REPRESENTATIVE 
Dr. Hellickson has been South Dakota State University's faculty representative to 
the North Central Conference and NCAA since 1977, and as such is also 
chairman of the Athletic, Intramural and Recreation Committee on campus. 
Hellickson is director of agriculture extension at SDSU. He has been on the 
SDSU staff since 1969, serving as a professor in agricultural engineering until 
he was appointed as head of that department during the summer of 1982. Dr. 
Hellickson's specialty has been in the area of livestock structures and 
environment with recent emphasis on solar energy use in agriculture. A native of 
Belfield, ND, he earned a Bachelor's Degree in agricultural engineering from 
North Dakota State University in 1964, added a Master's Degree in Ag 
Engineering from NDSU in 1966, then earned a Ph.D. in engineering at West 
Virginia University in 1969. He was included in Outstanding Young Men of 
America in 1970. Hellickson was presented the North Central Conference 
Meritorious Service Award at the November, 1990, meeting. 
BERNADETTE JANICKI .......................... ASSISTANT ATHLETIC TRAINER 
Bernadette begins her fifth year as assistant athletic trainer at South Dakota 
State. Janicki received her Bachelor's Degree in physical education studies with 
an emphasis in athletic training and sports medicine at the University of 
Delaware in 1988 prior to working from August, 1988, to June, 1992, as the 
· assistant athletic trainer in the Washington and Lee University athletic 
department in Lexington, VA. She received her Master's Degree in August, 
1993, at the University of Virginia, Charlottesville, in physical education with a 
specialization in athletic training and worked as the primary athletic trainer for 
the Cavalier women's basketball and volleyball programs. Apart from her duties 
as the assistant athletic trainer at SDSU, Janicki is also a clinical instructor. 
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State University Lost 14 M/OH: Rose Ebnet 5-10, 
Fr., Pequot Lakes, MN 
LOCATION - Brookings, SD SPORTS INFORMATION - M/OH: Erica Baclthuus 5-
57007-1497 Steve Randall 10, Fr., Bennington, HS 
Office Telephone: Bennington, NE 
NICKNAME - Jackrabbits 605-688-4822 S: Penny Bakalyar, 5-6, Fr., 
. COLORS - Yellow and Blue Home Telephone: Ute, IA 
HOME ARENA- Frost 605-692-4 7 40 OH: Michelle Yonker, 5-8, 
Arena (9,500) Fr., Jackson, MN 
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1997 SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY VOLLEYBALL ROSTER 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. Hometown 
1 * Sarah Worklan OH 5-8 So. Lake Villa, IL 
2 Penny Bakalyar .S 5-6 � Ute, IA 
3 * Stacey Schneider OH 5-8 So. Luverne, MN 
4 Erica Backhuus M/OH 5-10 Fr. Bennington, NE 
5 * Connie Pedersen OH 5-9 So. Sherman, SD 
6 ** Krista Zaczkowski OH 5-11 Jr. Sauk Centre, MN 
7 ** Julie Nihart s 5-7 Jr. Fridley, MN 
9 ** Roxie Rath MH 5-10 Jr. Doniphan, NE 
10 Michelle Yonker OH 5-8 �r Jackson, MN 
11 *** Arika Sanders MH 5-9 X Tracy, MN 
12 Rose Ebnet M/OH 5-10 Fr. Pequot Lakes, MN 
13 *** Merridee Rodel OH 5-7 � Bird Island, MN 
14 * Liz Force MH 6-0 So. Bellevue, NE 
15 ** Tria Smith MH 6-0 Jr. Wabasha, MN 
* indicates letterwinners 
HEAD COACH:MARYBYRNE 
Graduate Assistant: Pam Peetz 
300 copies of the 1997 SDSU Volleyball Media Guide were produced by Steve Randall and the Jackrabbit Sports Information 
Service at a cost of $5.09 per document. Photos credit of the SDSU Instructional Technology Center. If you have any requests or 
need information on SDSU athletics please contact Ron Lenz, Director of Sports Information, or Steve Randall, Assistant Director, 






f one word defines the 1997 version of the South Dakota State University volleyball 
team it would have to be experience. After all, the Jacks return 10 letterwinners on a 
team finishing 21-14 last season and 9-9 in the rugged North Central Conference. 
"This team really has a good personality and the players all work well together," said 
head coach Mary Byrne, who begins her fifth season with the Jackrabbits. This is a 
physically strong team who has worked hard to improve its skill. You will also see a better 
offensive team and a club which the prime focus is passing and defense." 
E 
xperience on this year's club is balanced by two seniors and depth in the junior and 
sophomore classes. Merridee Peterson-Rode! and Arika Sanders enter their senior 
seasons out to prove that this season will be the best in their four year careers. 
"Merridee was an all-conference performer last season and is just an outstanding 
player," said Byrne, who 
boasts a 75-57 overall 
mark. "Arika brings an 
upbeat attitude to the 
program and she is such 
a motivator." 
Rodel is better known 
as Merridee Peterson. 
Rodel was married 
to former SDSU football 
player Brian Rodel, June 
21. The season Rodel 
was SDSU's first all-NCC 
player since Wendy 




Roxie Rath, Tri a 
Smith and Krista 
Zaczkowski, along with 
setter Julie Nihart. Rath 
led the Jacks in block 
solos and block assists 
with 53 and 81 
respectively. Smith hit 
The 1997 South Dakota State University Volleyball Team Front Row L to R: 
Sarah Worklan, Krista Zaczkowski, Michelle Yonker, Liz Force, Penny 
Bakalyar, Middle Row L to R: Stacey Schneider, Arika Sanders, Merridee 
Rodel, Julie Nihart, Roxie Rath, Back Row L to R: Head Coach Mary Byrne, 
Connie Pedersen, Erica Backhuus, Tria Smith, Rose Ebnet, Graduate 
Assistant Coach Pam Peetz. 
.280 a season ago, while Zaczkowski appeared in 73 games and earned 73 kills. 
Nihart was one of the top setters in the NCC last season, tossing 1550, for an 
averaged of 11. 7 4 per game. In addition, Nihart had 306 digs and 31 block assists. 
S
tate also welcomes the return of a strong sophomore class. Sarah Worklan, Stacey 
Schneider, Connie Pedersen and Liz Force combined to play in 290 games last 
season. Force hit .222 in her freshman campaign, while Pedersen had 157 digs. 
Worklan had 35 service aces and 102 digs. 
Joining the Jacks freshman class includes Rose Ebnet, Erica Backhuus and Penny 
Bakalyar. Rose Ebnet is a 5-10 middle/outside hitter from Pequot Lakes, MN. Backhuus 
is· a 5-10 middle/outside hitter from Bennington, NE and Bakalyar is a 5-6 setter from Ute, 
IA. 
"We have a good group of freshmen who can step in and help give us the depth we 
need to compete in the conference. It is nice that we have some experience alongside 
them this season as well," said Byrne. 








yrne, a native of Marshall, Minnesota, has 
made a tremendous impact on the SDSU 
volleyball program since her arrival in 1993. 
Under Byrne's direction, State has produced four 
consecutive winning campaigns for the first time 
since SDSU had four winning seasons from 1987-
1990. 
In her four years, Byrne has fashioned a 75-57 
campaign. SDSU was 21-14 last season an 9-9 in 
the North Central Conference. Byrne posted a 19-12 
record during her initial season with SDSU in 1993. 
But Byrne's list of accomplishments extend farther than a successful tenure 
with the Jackrabbits. 
Her coaching career began as the assistant volleyball coach at Southwest State 
University in Marshall from 1987-1990, and in 1991 she became head coach at 
Marshall High School. 
Just one season later, Byrne was named Region 2 AA and Minnesota Class AA 
High School Coach of the Year after guiding the Tigers to a 26-4 record and a second­
place finish in the Minnesota State High School Tournament. 
In addition to her high school and college coaching experience, Byrne has 
coached both the Southwest Junior and Marshall Junior Olympic Volleyball Programs. 
As a player, Byrne was an AAU all-American and earned All-Big Eight honors three 
times with the talented University of Nebraska volleyball team. 




am, a graduate of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 
1993, enters her first season as a graduate assistant 
coach with the Jackrabbits. 
Peetz served as the head coach at Beatrice High School 
in Beatrice, NE last year. Before taking over the Beatrice 
program, Peetz spent three years as head coach at Ashland­
Greenwood High School in Ashland, NE. 
Peetz is purs_uing her masters degree in Health, Physical Education and 
Recreation at South Dakota State with a specialization in Sports Administration. 
3 
SDSU 
13 MERRIDEE RODEL 5-8, Sr., Outside Hitter Bird Island, MN 
Major: Family and Consumer Science 
Edu�ation/Coaching 
M 
erridee earned all North Central 
Conference honors last 
season ... an outstanding player 
an impressive hitter will be asked to 
provide leadership to the Jacks this 
season ... is currently fifth all time in kills (957) and sixth in digs 
(941) ... member of the SDSU Student-Athlete Advisory 
Council. . .  was married June 21 for for SDSU football player 
Brian Rodel. .. is a co-captain this season ... in her spare time, 
enjoys relaxing at the lake, water skiing, cooking and 
camping . . .  born December 25, 1975 ... parents are Robert and 
Karen Peterson. 
Career Statistics 
Year GP K E T A Pct. SA 
1994 ...... ........... ........ 101 141 55 399 .216 21 
1995 ... ........ ......... ..... 113 320 146 881 .198 29 
A BS BA Dig 
23 6 31 213 
21 8 35 269 
1996 ......................... 133 496 181 1425 .221 45 
Career .. ..................... 347 957 382 2705 .213 100 
9 18 38 460 
51 32 104 942 
11 ARIKA SANDERS 5-9, Sr., Outside Hitter Tracy, MN 
Major: Art Advertising 
A 
rika has moved to the left side 
this season ... brings a free 
spirited - upbeat attitude to the 
club ... has a tremendous work ethic and 
will be looked at to provide leadership 
this season ... described as one of the 
most competitive players ori the club ... has played in 320 
games in three seasons ... had an outstanding spring 
season ... in her spare time, enjoys skiing, drawing, painting, 
reading and dancing ... pursuing a career in graphic 
design ... born April 7, 1976 . .. parents are Doug and Ruth 
Sanders. 
Career Statistics 
Year GP K E 
1994 ......................... 103 89 46 
1995 ......................... 107 143 79 
1996 ......................... 110 229 76 







SA A BS 
28 5 9 
27 12 8 
30 16 13 







7 JULIE NIHART 
5-7, Jr., Setter 
Fridley, MN 
Major: Early Childhood Education 
J 
ulie, a co-captain on the year's club, 
had an outstanding sophomore 
campaign with 1,550 set 
assists .. . noted around the NCC as on of 
the best setters in the conference ... is 
currently 4th all time in set assists (1615) after only two 
seasons ... has worked hard at improving court awareness and 
knows where to put the ball. .. as a freshman, appeared in 103 
games and had 265 assists . .. enjoys camping, spending time 
with family and friends ... hopes to teach and work with young 
children after college ... born May 26, 1977 ... parents are Jackie 
and Dennis Nihart. 
Career Statistics 
Year GP K E TA Pct. SA A BS BA Dig 
1995 ..... 103 16 18 68 -.029 23 265 1 6 133 
1996 ..... 132 58 31 184 .147 37 1550 6 31 306 
Career ... 235 7 4 49 252 .099 60 1815 7 37 439 
9 ROXIE RATH 5-10, Jr., Middle Hitter Doniphan, NE 
Major: Secondary Ed./English/Coaching 
R 
oxie made big strides last season 
1 after an injury-filled freshman 
' 
1 
campaign ... coaching staff expects 
her to be one of the top middles not only 
on the club but in the league ... has 
played in 221 games during her career 
and has 4 72 kills ... 10th all-time in block assists with 
116 ... tremendous team player with a competitive spirit ... vice 
president of the SDSU Student Athlete Advisory Committee and 
a member of the NCC Student Athlete Advisory 
Committee ... enjoys singing and being with friends ... born August 
26, 1976 ... parents are Roberta and Richard Rath. 
Career Statistics 
Year GP K E TA Pct. SA A BS BA Djg 
1995 ....... 88 139 63 366 .208 24 4 18 35 111 
1996 ..... 133 333 117 820 .263 54 5 53 81 246 





6-0, Jr., Middle Hitter 
Wabasha, MN 
Major: Computer Science T ria proved to be one of the 
Jackrabbit's best middle players late 
last season ... described as a very 
hard worker who's strength is at the 
net ... has also improved of fensive play 
and hit .280 last season with 107 
kills ... enjoys swimming, reading and 
biking ... born January 26, 1977 ... parents are Kate and Todd Smith. 
Year GP K 
1995 ....... 33 20 
1996 ....... 82 107 
Career ... 115 127 
Zaczkowski. 
Career Statistics 
E TA Pct. SA A BS BA Dig 
14 60 .100 8 2 0 15 45 
36 254 .280 3 4 13 21 20 
50 314 .245 11 
6 
6 13 36 65 
KRISTA ZACZKOWSKI 
5-11, Jr., Outside Hitter 
Sauk Centre, MN 
Major: Dietetics K rista is a very versatile pl-ayer who 
can play both left and right 
sides ... has really worked hard during 
the off season to improve backrow skills 
and become a complete player ... enjoys the 
outdoors, biking and walking ... born May 
23, 1977 ... parents are Jan and Dale 
Career Statistics 
Year GP K E TA Pct. SA A BS BA Dig 
1995 ...... .79 85 42 353 .122 6 21 6 17 87 
1996 ....... 73 73 35 207 .184 7 7 2 16 58 
Career ... 152 158 77 560 .145 13 28 8 33 145 
14 
LIZ FORCE 
6-0, So., Middle Hitter 
Bellevue, NE 
Major: General Registration 
L iz played in 106 games last season with the Jacks, battling a back injury for most of the season ... will enter fall camp at 100 percent and will be counted on to provide solid play at the net ... described as 
one of the most athletic and competitive players on the club ... born August 
24, 1978 ... enjoys all sports and spending time with family and 
friends ... parents are Jim and Judy Force. 
Career Statistics 
Year GP K E TA Pct. SA A BS BA Dig 
1996 ............ 106 140 56 379 .222 3 18 19 53 45 




1 SARAH WORKLAN 5-8, So., Setter/Outside Hitter Lake �illa, IL 
Major: Pre Physical Therapy S arah's strength is in the back row and at defense ... a "never say 
die" player who had an excellent start to her freshman season, but 
was slowed by an ankle injury ... had 102 digs last season ... born 
December 9, 1977 ... hobbies include rollerblading and reading, along 
with spending time with family and friends ... plans to pursue a career in 
physical therapy ... parents are David and Teresa Worklan. 
Career Statistics 
Year GP K E TA Pct. SA A BS BA Dig 
1996 .............. 86 2 1 12 .083 35 31 0 0 102 
Career ............. 86 2 1 12 .083 35 31 0 0 102 
5 CONNIE PEDERSEN 
5-9, So., Outside Hitter 
· Pipestone, MN 
Major: Psychology 
C 
onnie began her career at SDSU playing in 89 games earning 7 4 
kills ... a lefthander, used primarily on the right side ... coaching staff 
noticed a major improvement in her skills and has the work ethic 
needed to become a complete player ... a very coachable individual and a 
true asset to the program ... enjoys spending time with family and 
friends ... born July 14, 1978 ... parents are Joel and Sheila Pedersen. 
Career Statistics 
Year GP K E TA Pct. SA A BS BA Dig 
1996 ....... 89 74 46 231 .121 30 11 5 22 157 
Career ..... 89 7 4 46 231 .121 30 11 5 22 157 
3 STACEY SCHNEIDER 5-8, So., Outside Hitter/Setter Luverne, MN 
Major: Biology/Coaching 
S tacey's specialty is on defense and in the back row ... described as a versatile athlete and good leaper with quickness ... will also train at the setter position to utilize her quickness and athletic 
ability ... enjoys drawing, watching hockey and rollerblading ... born June 
29, 1978 ... parents are Russell and Janice Schneider. 
Year GP K 
1996 ..... 114 7 
Career ... 114 7 
Career Statistics 
E TA Pct. SA A BS BA Dig 
8 41 -.024 22 2 1 2 171 
8 41 -.024 22 2 1 2 171 
7 
SDSU 
12 ROSE EBNET 5-10, Fr., Outside Hitter Pequot Lakes, MN 
Major: Pre-Chiropractic 
R 
ose is a very strong athlete and outside hitter ... a good club player 
expected to make the transition to the college game ... born March 
10, 1979 ... comes from a family of 10 children ... enjoys working 
on the family game farm, music, and playing the saxophone ... mother is 
Mary Ebnet of Pequot Lakes, MN. 
10 MICHELLE YONKER 5-8, Fr., Outside Hitter 
. JACKSON, MN 
Major: HPER 
ichelle is an outside hitter possessing good quickness .. . 
noted by the coaching staff as a good defensive player ... an M all conference performer at Jackson High School. .. enjoys a 
variety of sport activities and spending time with friends ... born 




5-6, Fr., Setter 
Mapleton, IA 
Major: Journalism P enny will be groomed as a backup setter this season ... has 
played club volleyball and her sister Peggy is a standout at 
Drake ... has a great work ethic ... enjoys writing, reading and 
shopping ... hopes to run her own newspaper after graduation ... born 
May 2, 1979 ... parents are Kenneth and Ruth Bakalyar. 
4 
ERICA BACKHUUS 
5-10, Fr., Outside Hitter 
Bennington, NE 
Major: Computer Science 
W ill add size and is described by the coaching staff as an excellent leaper ... Played for Lincoln, NE Junior Program ... three sport athlete, took teams to state in 
volleyball, basketball and track ... awarded the May Scholarship, noting 
academic excellence ... born April 4, 1979 ... likes shopping and listening 
to music ... parents are Jan and Mark Backhuus. 
8 
Around· the North Central Conference 
I 
Augustana College 
at Brookings Sept. 16 
at .Sioux Fa l ls ,  Oct. 14 
Location: Siou.x Fa l ls ,  SD  
Enrollment: 2,000 
Arena: Elmen Center (4,000) 
Head Coach: Kim Sudbeck 
Preview/Review: Augustana returns 
seven letterwinners from a team that 
shared NCC honors last season .  The 
Vikings fin ished the season with a 32-
4 overa l l  record and a 16-2 mark in  
the NCC. The Vikings wi l l  bring in  five 
newcomers th is season ,  including 
Apri l Evans,  a transfer from Northern 
M ich igan who enters as a jun ior. 
Monica Harden, Andrea Peterson and 
Angie Reiners return to the starting 
l ineup. The biggest replacements 
inc lude Ann Siekert, Mel issa Lathrop 
and Becky Kopsa .  
North Dakota State 
� at Brookings October 1 
at Fargo November 8 
Location: Fargo, ND 
Enrollment: 9 ,784 
Arena: Bentson Bunker Fldhse (2 ,000) 
Head Coach: Zaundra Bina (3rd yr) 
Preview/Review: North Dakota State, 
under head coach Zaundra Bina returns 
five starters and nine letterwinners from 
a 28-6 season a year ago. Replacing 
two time AVCA Al l-American Pam 
Stencel wi l l  be difficult, but NDSU does 
return the services of NCC Freshman of 
the Year Carrie Jacobsen and NCAA 




at Brooki ngs October 29 
at Grand Forks November 9 
IJIID Location: Grand Forks , ND  
.,....._ Enrollment: 11 ,521 
Arena: Hys lop Sports Center (5 ,500) 
Head Coach: Lorie Stemen (2nd yr) 
Preview/Review: The Sioux, who 
fin ished 13-27 last season under 
coach Lorie Stemen, return six letter 
winners and three starters. Setter Lori 
Unger returns for her fina l  campaign 
and is the only senior on the roster. 
Seven freshmen are batt l ing for 




at Sioux City October 11 
., at Brookings November 16 
1"9R!fI,Nqsip� Location: Sioux City, IA 
Enrollment: 1,200 
Arena: Al lee Gym (3,000) 
Head Coach: Gai l  Ha l ink (2nd yr) 
Preview/Review: The Chiefs , who 
fin ished last season with a 24-12 
overa l l  mark and a 8-10 s late in the 
conference return six letterwinners and 
three starters from last season's c lub.  
MC was ranked No. 18 in the fina l  
American Vol leybal l  Coaches 
Association pol l .  Last season's 24 win 
total was the fourth time in  school 
h istory the Ch iefs have won 20 or more 
games in a season .  
South Dakota 
at Vermi l l ion October 12 
at Brookings November 15 
Location: Vermi l l ion ,  SD  
Enrollment: 7 ,400 
Arena: DakotaDome (8,100) 
Head Coach: Diana Cole (6th season) 
Preview/Review: The Coyotes ,  who 
fin ished 5-30 last season and 0-18 in 
the conference return four starters 
and eight letterwinners .  Setter Lisa 
Roberts wi l l  anchor the offense. The 
sophomore had 1 ,036 set assists last 
season , combined with 168 d igs . 
Sophomore Tara Belak had 215 ki l ls 
























1 .  Gail Ahlquist,  1988-89-90-91 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 ,  77  4 
2 .  Jenn i  Dold , 1992-93-94-95 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 . 409 
3 .  Tasha Kryger, 1985-86-87-88 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 ,908 
4 .  Jul ie N ihart, 1995-96 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ,815 
5 .  Lisa Jacobson , 1981-82-83-84 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 , 436 
6 .  L inda Fusco , 1989-90-91-92 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  994 
7 .  Nancy Rolston , 1980-81-82-83 . . . . . . . . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  753 
SOLO BLOCKS 
1 .  April Swanson-Tordsen,  1991-92-93-94 · · · · · · · · · · · · : · · · · · · · · · · · · 232 
2 .  Sarah Sargent, 1987-88-89-90 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  198 
3 .  Gwen Langord , 1980-81-82-83 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  162 Gail Ahlquist 
4 .  Sarah Storms ,  1991-92-93-94 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  136 
5 .  Shannon Kalbfel l ,  1988-89-90-91 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  124 
6 .  Taran Wendland , 1984-85-86-87 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  104 
Lisa Fre iche ls ,  1989-90-91-92 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  104 
BLOCK ASSISTS 
1 .  April Swanson-Tordsen , 1991-92-93-94 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  280 
;2 .  Taran Wendland ,  1984-85-86-87 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  207 
3 .  Lisa Jacobson , 1981-82-83-84 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  193 
4 .  Gwen Langford , 1980-81-82-83 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  166 
5 .  Sara Storms,  1991-92-93 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  157 
6. Shannon Kal bfel ,  1988-89-90-91 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  152 
7 .  Sarah Sargent, 1987-88-89-90 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  145 
Rabbit Career Notes - SDSU ' s  all-Conference performers i nclude 
Jenn i  Johnson (1983) ,  Paula Burma (1983) ,  Wendy Windsch itl (1986) 
and Merridee Peterson (1996) . 
10 
Apri l Swanson-Tordsen 
CAREER KILLS 
1. Wendy Windschitl, 1985-86-87-88 .......................... 1,510 
2. Shannon Kalbfell, 1988-89-90-91 .......................... 1,206 
3. Lisa Freichels, 1989-90-92-93 ............................... 1,147 
4. April Swanson-Tordsen 1991-92-93-94 ...................... 995 
5. Merridee Peterson, 1994-95-96 ................................ 957 
6. Taran Wendland, 1984-85-86-87 ............................... 870 
7. Sarah Sargent, 1988-89-90 ...................................... 735 
8. Bridget Smith, 1995-96 ............................................ 719 
9. Paula Burma, 1982-83-84-85 .................................... 677 
10. Teresa Rowe, 1984-85-86-87 .................................... 665 
DEFENSIVE SAVES 
1. Gail Ahlquist, 1988-89-90-91 ................................. 1,404 
2. . Lisa Freichels, 1989-90-92-93 ............................... 1,360 
3. Linda Fusco, 1989-90-91-92 .................................. 1,282 
4. Julie Sudbeck, 1989-90-91-92 .................................. 985 
5. Wendy Windschitl, 1985-86-87-88 ............................. 980 
6. Merridee Peterson, 1994-95-96 ................................ 841 
7. Jenni Dold, 1992-93-94-95 ....................................... 906 
8. Sarah Storms, 1991-92-93-94 .................................. 882 
9. Reagan Adolfson, 1992-93-94-95 .............................. 826 
10. Michelle Brown, 1989-90-91-92 ................................ 637 
CAREER HITTING LEADERS 
1. Paula Burma, 1982-83-84 ........................................ 345 
2. Wendy Windschitl , 1985-86-87-88 ............................. 282 
3. April Swanson-Tordsen 1991-92-93-94 .......................... 275 
4. Jenni Johnson, 1983 & 1986 .................................... 271 
Julie Barber, 1988 ................................................... 271 
based on minimum 600 total attacks 
SERVICE ACES 
1. Gail Ahlquist, 1988-89-90-91 .................................... 203 
2. Sue Nelson, 1983-84-85-86 .................................... 156 
2. Jenni Dold, 1992-93-94-95 ....................................... 156 
4. Lisa Freichels, 1989-90-92-93 ................................. 153 





Adolphson, Reagan 1992-93-94 
Ahlquist, Gail 1988-89-90-91 
Antonie, Pam 1978-79-80 
- B -
Baartman, Carrie 1989-90 
Barber, Julie 1988-89 
Birrenkott, Lunette 1975-76-77 
Boll, Jennifer 1993-94 
Bozel l, Connie 1977 
Brown, Michelle 1989-90-91-92 
Burma, Paula 1982-83-84 
Buryanek, Nancy 1979-80-81-82 
Busch, Marci 1995 
- C -
Carsrud, Laurie 1978 
Corlett, Cindy 1976-77-78 
Crevier, Tanya 1975-76 
- D -
Delker, Julie 1981 
Dent, Pat 1976 
Dold, Jenni 1992-93-94-95 
Dray, Annette 1986 
- F -
Force, Liz 1996 
Fottral, Amy 1992 
Freichels, Lisa 1989-90-92-93 
Frisvold, Brenda 1984-85 
Fusco, Dana 1991-92-93-94 
Fusco, Linda 1989-90-91-92 
- H -
Hainline, Tammy 1977 
Heisinger, Sara 1993 
Heitbrink, Laura 1979 
Heitzman, Robin 1979-80 
- J -
Jacobson, Lisa 1982-83-84-85 
Jagerson, Sharon 1979 
Johnson, Chris 1989-90-91-92 
Johnson, Jennifer 1983 & 86 
Johnson, Paula 1981 
Johnson, Rebecca 1979-80-81-82 
- K -
Kalbfell, Shannon 1988-89-90-91 
Kelley, Kathy 1994-95 
Keinholz, Jenny 1989-90 
Kessler, Peggy 1978-79-80 
Krier, Jean 1975-76 
Kryger, Tasha 1985-86-87 
- L -
Langford, Gwenn 1981-82-83-84 
Larson, Karla 1985-86 
Lehnhoff, Traci 1993 
Lichman, Nancy 1975-76-77 
Livingston, Janice 1975 
Lloyd, Becky 1978 
Lohrenz, Shelly 1989 
- M -
Miller, Sue 1981-82-83 
Mittelstadt, Lisa 1985-86-87 
Mollner, Ericka 1992 
- N -
Nelson, Kris 1975-76 
Nelson, Sue 1983-84-85-86 
Nihart, Julie 1995-96 
Nikolaisen, Nicole 1994 
Nitzchke, Kerri 1988 
Noehren, Tressa 1982 
Nygren, Laurie 1976 
- P -
Pederson, Connie 1996 
Peterson, Merridee 1994-95-96 
Pfister, Heidi 1986-87 
Portner, Diane 1980-81 
Price, Kelly 1984 
- R -
Rath, Roxie 1995-96 
Riemenschneider, Barb 1988-89 
Riley, Kate 1977-78-79 
Rolston, Nancy 1983-84 
Rowe, Teresa 1984-85-86-87 
- 5 -
Sanders, Arika 1994-95-96 
Sargent, Sarah 1988-89-90 
Schneider, Stacey 1996 
Schultz, Janel 1978-79-80 
Smith, Betty 1975 
Smith, Bridget 1995-96 
Smith, Emily 1993 
Smith, Tria 1995-96 
Storms, Sarah 1991-92-93-94 
Stuewe, Dawn 1987 
Stumps, Janet 1977-78-79 




Telford, Y. Carmella 1975 
Tonsfeldt, Annie 1988 
Tyler, Kim 1978-79-80 
- W -
Weaver, Della 1975-76-77 
Weeks, Shari 1981-82-83-84 
Weiland, Pam 1975 
Wendland, Taran 1984-85-86-87 
Wick, Lisa 1985 
Wicks, Cynthia 1977-78-79-80 
Wilde, Cheryl 1980-81 
Windschitl, Wendy 1985-86-87 
Woitalewicz, Connie 1977-78 
Woodman, Sara 1993-94 
Worklan, Sarah 1996 
.:. Y-
Yonker, Maureen 1976-77 
- Z­
Zastrow, Julie 1986-87 
Zaczkowski, Krista 1995-96 
SDSU COACHING RECORDS 
Name Seasons Won Lost Pct 
Pat Hale 4 30 4 .822 
Ruth Marske 8 172 108 .614 
Sue Yeager 3 24 17 .585 
Mary Byrne 4 75 57 .568 
Janet Stum ps 3 75 44 . 540 
Deb Allyn 5 101 98 .505 
Kathy DeDeyn 2 37 38 .493 
Al Schneider 2 20 36 . 357 
SDSU Totals 30 516 395 .566 
12 
Ruth Marske 
W hen a university has something very 
special to offer, people sense it . 
South Dakota State University is one 
of those universities. We don't pretend to be 
something we' re not. Instead, we take great 
pride in what we are - a mid-sized university 
with some very big qualities. 
SDSU is enormous when you look at the 
number of programs offered, its research and 
work experiences, and the clubs students can 
get involved in. It 's large when you consider 
the resources here that will make better 
prepared graduates looking for their first job. 
Resources like the CAP Center" will help with 
career counseling and 
placement services. 
SDSU is small when 
you look at its friendly, 
open campus and 
discussion-style classes. 
It 's small when you see 
the kind of social 
interaction here that's only 
possible on a tightly-knit 
campus. There are no 
social ladders to climb 
here. 
S outh Dakota State was founded as the state's only land­
grant institution in 1881. It 
is the very essence of 
what our university is all 
about. A land-grant 
institution is directed to 
educate the people of its 
state and to solve its 
problems through 
academics, research and 
extension programs. 
Today, our university 
has grown both in size and 
scope and the problems 
we solve reach far beyond 
the borders of our state. 
Diversity has always 
been a trademark of an SDSU education. Our 
students choose from over 2 ,500 courses 
offered each year. This large selection of 
courses offers students many opportunities to 
learn and grow that they would not find at 
many other colleges. 
Offering a large -number of programs, 
though , has little importance unless the 
academic standards remain high . That's why 
South Dakota State continually works to 
provide quality programs for its students. 
These efforts result in the University remaining 
accredited by the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools - the largest accrediting 
agency in the nation. 
South Dakota State's faculty is well known 
for its excellence in teaching. Of the 4 75 full­
time faculty members, 70 per cent hold 
doctorate degrees. Conducting research,  
writing books and presenting papers at 
national conferences are the reasons many 
SDSU professors are nationally known in their 
fields. 
They are committed to intellectual inquiry 
and have experience both in and out of the 
classroom. We have faculty exchange 
agreements with 
universities in the 
People's Republic of 
China , Russia , Great 
Britain, Mexico and South 
Korea . These exchanges 
allow faculty to gain 
international experience 
and incorporate that 
knowledge into their 
classrooms at SDSU .  
P 
ersonal attention is 
not the exception 
here, it 's the norm. 
A physics professor was 
instrumental in organizing 
a group to help raise 
funds for a graduate 
- student who had a bone 
marrow transplant. Every 
semester a faculty 
member invites all the 
women students in the 
College of Engineering to 
her house for an evening 
of food and discussion. 
While our faculty 
remain active in their 
fields, their first 
commitment is to teaching 
and to the students they 
teach. There is one faculty 
member for every 17 students here. This low 
ratio and an average class size of only 25 
allows students the close, personal attention 
from faculty that they want and deserve. 
Brookings is a community of 16 ,250, it is 
located on the eastern edge of South Da�ota 
just 20 ·miles from the Minnesota line. 
South Dakota friendliness has always been 
the key to Brookings and the campus 
community. We have a casual, friendly 
atmosphere here that quickly makes everyone 
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1997 Jackrabbit Volleyball Schedule 
AUGUST 
29-30 at Humboldt State Tournament, Arcata, CA 
29 vs. San Francisco State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 9:00 a.m. 
vs. Cal State Hayward . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4:30 p.m. 
30 vs. Western Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 :30 a.m. 
vs. Humboldt State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · 7:00 p.m. 
SEPTEMBER 
5-6 SDSU Burger King Classic 
5 vs. Moorhead State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:00 p.m. 
vs. Wayne State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:30 p.m. 
6 vs. Western State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10:00 a.m; 
6 Championship/Third & Fourth Place Match . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 :00 p:m. 
9 Southwest State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
12-13 at NCC/Northern Sun Tournament-Marshall, MN 





vs. Winona State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4:00 p.m. 
vs. Minnesota-Duluth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2:00 noon 
Au�tana* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
at Au�tana Tournament 
vs. University of Sioux Falls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 p.m. 
vs. Barry University . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8:00 p.m. 
20 vs. Cal State Bakersfield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2:00 p.m. 
23 at North Dakota* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
26 at Northern Colorado* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:30 p.m. 
27 at Nebraska-Omaha* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 p.m . 
. OCTOBER 
3 Morningside* . . �-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
4 South Dakota* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
7 at Wayne State . . . .  · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
10  at St. Cloud State* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
1 1  at Mankato State* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:00 p.m. 
14 at Augustana* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
21 at North Dakota State* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : . . . . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
24 Nebraska-Omaha* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
25 Northern Colorado* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
31 North Dakota* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
NOVEMBER 
1 North Dakota State* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 p.m. 
7 at South Dakota* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:30 p.m. 
8 at .Morningside* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -7 :00 p.m. 
14 Mankato State* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  � . . . . . . . .  7 :00 p.m. 
15 St. Cloud State* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 p.m. 
•* Indicates North Central Conference Matches 
